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Abstract 

Two  Early  Man  projectile  points  are 
described:  an  Early  Paleo-lndian  fluted 
point  and  a  Late  Paleo-lndian  (Piano) 
lanceolate  point.  The  fluted  point  is 
located  well  to  the  east  of  the  "centre" 
of  distribution  of  such  points,  as 
presently  known,  and  is  one  of  less 
than  half  a  dozen  to  be  reported  from  the 
vicinity  of  the  Niagara  escarpment. 

Introduction 

Two  Paleo-lndian  projectile  points  were 
recently  found  in  the  course  of  a  survey 
of  a  portion  of  the  Bronte  Creek  gap  in 
the  Niagara  escarpment  located  west  of 
Milton  in  Halton  County.  The  unfluted 
lanceolate  projectile  point  (Plate  1 ; 
Figure  2)  was  found  approximately  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  northeast  of  Mt.  Nemo 
at  the  southern  margin  and  entrance  to 
the  gap  (see  Figure  1 )  while  the  fluted 
point  (Plate  2;  Figure  3)  was  found 
approximately  a  mile  and  a  half  northeast 
of  Rattlesnake  Point  at  the  gap's  northern 
margin.  The  exact  location  of  these 
specimens  is  on  file  in  the  Office  of  the 
Chief  Archaeologist.  Both  specimens 
were  found  on  the  surface  of  plowed 
fields  and  are  probably  isolated  losses. 
Metrical  data  are  presented  in  Table  1 . 

Descriptions 

The  unfluted  lanceolate  projectile  point 
(Figure  1)  is  made  of  light  grey  chert 
which  was  probably  locally  available. 
The  specimen  exhibits  both  transverse 
and  collateral  flaking,  the  flake  scars 
being  fairly  uniform  in  both  size  and 
shape.  The  point  appears  to  have  been 
broken  and  re-sharpened  judging  from 
the  short  tip  with  abruptly  converging 
sides.  The  base  and  lateral  edges  were 
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heavily  ground.  The  extent  of  lateral  edge 
grinding  is  indicated  by  the  short 
horizontal  lines  in  Figure  2b. 

The  fluted  point  is  roughly  made,  the 
flake  scars  being  irregular  in  size  and 
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Figure  1.  Map  of  Bronte  Creek  gap, 
Halton  County,  Ontario. 


Plate  1.  Unfluted  lanceolate  projectile  point. 
Catalogue  number  972.353.2. 
Reverse  face,  a.  Obverse  face,  b. 
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Plate  2.  Fluted  projectile  point. 
Catalogue  number  972.353.1. 
Reverse  face,  a.  Obverse  face,  b. 


shape.  The  specimen  is  made  of  light  tan 
fine  grained  quartzite.  Part  of  the  tip  has 
been  broken  away  by  an  impact  fracture. 
The  corners  of  the  base  are  also  broken 
so  that  the  original  length  of  the  speci- 
men and  the  depth  of  the  basal  concavity 
cannot  be  determined.  A  single  flute  was 
removed  from  the  obverse  face  (Figure 
3  b).  The  scar  extends  approximately 
one-half  of  the  distance  from  the  base  to 
the  tip  and  terminates  in  a  small  hinge 
fracture.  A  long  narrow  trimming  flake 
was  subsequently  removed  from  one 
margin  of  the  flute  scar.  No  attempt  was 
made  to  remove  a  flute  from  the  reverse 
face  but  the  margin  of  the  base  was 
trimmed  by  steep  unifacial  retouch 
producing  short  flake  scars.  The  margin 
of  the  base  on  the  obverse  face  was  not 
retouched.  Both  the  base  and  the  lateral 
edges  were  heavily  ground. 

Discussion 

Of  the  fifty  fluted  points  described  in  the 
literature,  only  three  or  possibly  five  have 


been  reported  from  the  vicinity  of  the 
Niagara  escarpment:  one  southwest  of 
Collingwood,  one  south  of  Orangeville, 
and  at  least  one  and  possibly  two  others 
west  of  Hamilton  (Garrad,  1971  and 
references  cited  therein).  A  few  have 
been  reported  from  south-central  Ontario 
but  the  majority  occur  in  the  extreme 
southwestern  part  of  the  province  south 
of  a  line  extending  westward  from 
Hamilton  to  Lake  Huron.  This  distribu- 
tion is  probably  largely  if  not  wholly  due 
to  the  contingencies  of  discovery  and 
reporting  of  fluted  points  rather  than  to 
any  natural  factors  influencing  the 
distribution  of  Early  Man. 

The  two  points  described  here  were 
found  in  the  course  of  a  continuing 
survey  for  Paleo-lndian  sites  in  the  major 
gaps  of  the  Niagara  escarpment  (Storck, 
1971).  Faunal  material  from  the  Holcombe 
site  in  Michigan  (Cleland,  1965)  and  the 
Dutchess  Quarry  Cave  in  New  York  state 
(Funk,  Fisher,  and  Reilly,  1970)  indicate 
that  early  Paleo-lndian  peoples  (those 
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Figure  2.  Unfluted  lanceolate  projectile  point. 
Reverse  face,  a.  Obverse  face,  b. 


Figure  3.  Fluted  projectile  point. 
Reverse  face,  a.  Obverse  face,  b. 


making  fluted  points)  hunted  barren 
ground  caribou.  If  caribou  were  also 
present  in  Ontario,  then  any  seasonal 
east-west  movements  across  the 
province  would  have  been  influenced,  at 
least  in  some  areas,  by  the  barrier 
presented  by  the  Niagara  escarpment. 
In  these  areas,  game  herds  would  have 
been  channelled  into  the  major  gaps 
where  they  could  have  been  intercepted 
by  Early  Man.  The  location  of  the  two 
points  described  in  this  paper,  or  for  that 
matter  the  distribution  of  other  fluted 
points  in  the  province,  does  not  indicate 
whether  or  not  this  hypothesis  is  correct. 
This  can  only  be  determined  by  more 
complete  distributional  data  of  Paleo- 
Indian  surface  finds,  to  which  end  this 
paper  contributes,  and,  more  con- 
clusively, by  the  recovery  of  preserved 
animal  bone  in  clear  cultural  contexts. 
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TABLE  1.     Metrical  Attributes  of  Paleo-lndian  Points. 
Measurements  in  millimetres.  (  )  incomplete  measurement. 


length         width         thickness 


depth  of  length  of  flute  scar 

basal  concavity        from  basal  concavity 


unfluted  lanceolate  point 
cat.  number  972.353.2 

fluted  point 

cat.  number  972.353.1 


54.5  19.5 


(38.5)  19.5 


7.0 


5.5 


straight  base 


(approx.  2.0) 


16.0 
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